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EXECUTIVE  SUMMARY 


In  1985.  the  Historic  American  Euiidings  Survey/Historic  American  Engineering 
Record  Division  of  the  National  Park  Service  undertook  three  surveys  of 
historic  structures  in  the  Illinois  and  Michigan  Canal  National  Heritage 
Corridor.   The  rationale  for  those  surveys,  the  methodology  employed,  and  the 
results  were  published  in  Volume  I  of  this  report,  new  out  of  print. 

This  volume  contains  the  inventory  cards  for  one  of  those  surveys,  the 
inventory  of  historic  structures  in  Morris,  Illinois.   In  addition,  the 
overview  history,  previously  published  in  Volume  I,  is  reprinted  here. 

Volume  III  contains  the  inventory  cards  for  Lemont,  Illinois.  The  inventory 
of  engineering  and  industrial  structures  completed  in  1985  will  be  published 
with  the  engineering  and  industrial  structures  surveyed  in  1986. 
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SETTLEMENT 


Location 

Morris,  founded  in  1842,  is  situated  in  the  north  central  region  of  Grundy 
County,  Illinois.   Roughly  fifty-five  miles  southwest  of  Chicago,  the 
community  is  bounded  by  the  Interstate  highway  system  (1-80)  on  the  north  and 
the  Illinois  River  Waterway  to  the  south.   Rail  lines  and  the  I&M  Canal 
intersect  the  town  proper,  dividing  the  community  into  four  vertical  and 
unequal  parts. 

Physical  Setting 

Located  within  the  Illinois  River  Valley,  Morris  is  situated  in  a  region  rich 
in  natural  resources.   The  rolling  prairies  with  their  six-foot  high  grasses, 
originally  shunned  by  the  early  settlers  for  their  perceived  unproductivity , 
have  yielded  a  wealth  of  resources  over  the  years  for  those  who  have  made 
Morris  their  home. 

In  the  early  1800s,  the  region  which  later  became  the  town  of  Morris  was 
covered  with  untold  acres  of  virgin  grasslands.   Timbered  creek  beds  and  river 
bottoms  were  found  along  the  Illinois  River  and  its  many  tributaries.   Formed 
from  the  glacial  run-off  and  drift  of  a  series  of  ice  sheets,  the  level  black 
and  brown  loam  was  found  to  contain  large  quantities  of  silica,  alumina, 
ammonia,  and  ulmic  acid,  components  integral  to  the  successful  cultivation  of 
the  land.   Initially  used  for  the  grazing  of  cattle  and  sheep,  the  prairie 
land  was  soon  transformed  by  the  plow,  ultimately  yielding  an  abundance  of 
wheat,  oats,  and  corn. 

Early  Settlement 

The  news  that  the  United  States  Congress  had  virtually  guaranteed  the 
construction  of  the  Illinois  and  Michigan  Canal  -  the  result  of  a  1827  land 
grant  -  encouraged  land  speculation  and  settlement  along  the  canal  corridor. 
As  much  of  the  wooded  and  more  desirable  regions  of  the  Illinois  River  Valley 
had  been  developed  by  earlier  settlers,  the  prairie  along  the  canal  route 
became  increasingly  attractive.   The  land  grant,  signed  by  Congress  on  March 
2,  1827,  turned  284,000  acres  over  to  the  State  of  Illinois.   Consisting  of 
alternating  sections  of  land  five  miles  deep  along  the  proposed  canal  route, 
the  property  was  to  be  sold  to  incoming  settlers  and  speculators.   The 
revenues  derived  from  their  sale  were  to  be  used  to  finance  the  construction 
of  the  Illinois  and  Michigan  Canal. 

Although  the  introduction  of  steam  boats  into  the  area  in  1828  brought  people 
flocking  from  the  South  into  the  lower  regions  of  the  Illinois  River  Valley, 
by  the  1830s  most  of  those  settling  in  the  Morris  area  traveled  from  the  north 
via  Chicago.   Many  came  from  New  York  and  New  England,  arriving  in  Chicago 
after  traveling  along  the  Erie  Canal  and  through  the  Great  Lakes  waterway. 


Others  traveled  across  land  from  Ohio  in  wagons,  ox -carts,  and  prairie 
schooners. 

Many  of  the  early  settlers  established  themselves  on  the  lands  granted  by  the 
Federal  Government  to  the  State  of  Illinois  in  1827.   Surveyed  by  officials  in 
1829,  little  property  had  been  placed  on  the  market  by  1830.   It  was  not  until 
February  of  1835  that  the  forthcoming  land  sale  was  announced  by  the  State  of 
Illinois.   The  auction  was  held  in  Chicago  on  June  15,  1835.   Although  the 
land  was  to  be  sold  for  $1.25  an  acre,  it  appears  that  several  properties  in 
the  vicinity  of  Morris  were  sold  for  as  little  as  one  dollar  an  acre. 

The  first  white  settler  to  arrive  in  Morris  is  disputed.   Local  records  credit 
both  the  John  Cryder  family  and  the  John  Chapin  household  with  this  honorary 
title.   Locating  along  the  eastern  banks  of  Nettle  Creek,  on  what  is  now  the 
northwest  corner  of  Nettle  and  Jefferson  Streets,  the  family  resided  in  a 
cabin  constructed  for  them  by  James  McKeon  in  1834. 

No  physical  evidence  of  the  Cryder/Chapin  cabin  remains.   Fortunately,  an 
account  of  the  Cryder  family,  written  by  Michael  Henry  Cryder  in  the  late 
1830s,  provides  us  with  a  physical  description  of  the  structure.   Upon 
arriving  in  Morris,  after  traveling  from  Delaware  County,  Ohio,  the  family 
constructed  a  make-shift  residence  from  locally  available  materials.   Little 
more  than  a  three-sided  pen  of  split  rails,  and  covered  with  clapboards,  the 
shed  provided  the  family  with  shelter  until  their  permanent  residence  was 
completed.   The  family's  "log  house,"  constructed  later  that  year,  was  roughly 
twenty-four  feet  square  with  one  and  one-half  stories.   The  first  story, 
completed  by  the  winter  of  1834,  was  constructed  of  locally  cut  logs.   The 
floor  was  laid  with  puncheons.   The  puncheons  are  described  by  Cryder  as  being 
eight-foot  logs  which  had  been  split  in  four  and  hewed  on  one  side.   The 
second  story,  constructed  of  green  oak  boards  sawn  at  Walker's  Mill  in 
Plainfield,  was  completed  the  following  spring.   Few  frame  structures  appear 
to  have  been  constructed  in  Morris  before  1850. 

In  1836,  after  a  series  of  financial  setbacks,  the  State  of  Illinois  began 
construction  on  the  long-delayed  Illinois  and  Michigan  Canal.   Increasing 
numbers  of  Irish  immigrants,  attracted  by  promises  of  high  wages  and  steady 
work,  came  to  Illinois  to  assist  in  its  construction.   The  pay  was  good,  but 
by  1838,  work  was  frequently  suspended  for  a  lack  of  funds.   Contractors  and 
canal  laborers  often  went  unpaid.   As  the  State  continued  to  experience 
ongoing  financial  embarrassments,  bonds  became  increasingly  difficult  to 
negotiate  and  the  laborers  were  eventually  paid  in  canal  script.   Essentially 
a  check,  canal  script  was  issued  by  the  Canal  Board  and  payable  ninety  days 
after  the  date  of  circulation.   In  1841-42,  the  State  of  Illinois  failed  to 
pay  the  interest  due  on  the  bonds  it  had  issued.   General  panic  ensued. 
Contractors  and  laborers  were  unable  to  exchange  their  script.   No  payments 
were  made  for  two  years  and  the  script  eventually  became  accepted  as  payment 
for  public  land  and  many  of  the  canal  workers  took  up  land  as  a  result.   In 
the  Morris  area,  many  stayed  on  after  the  completion  of  the  canal,  farming  the 
land  or  working  as  laborers  in  the  community's  growing  industrial  and 
commercial  sectors.   The  1850  census,  which  lists  a  total  population  of  627 


for  Morris,  indicates  that  roughly  sixteen  and  a  half  percent  of  Morris' 
population  was  Irish.   Many  were  laborers  (25.5%),  farmers  (5.2%),  or  canal 
drivers  (9.9%). 

Settlers  from  Ohio  and  the  East  Coast  continued  to  migrate  into  the  area.   By 
1850,  sixteen  years  after  the  first  cabin  was  erected  on  the  banks  of  Nettle 
Creek,  roughly  twenty-three  percent  of  Morris'  population  had  come  from  New 
York  or  New  England  and  ten  percent  from  Ohio. 

A  large  number  of  Canadians  also  settled  in  Morris.   In  1850,  approximately 
nine  percent  of  the  population  listed  Canada  as  their  place  of  birth.   Many  of 
these  appear  to  have  arrived  in  the  area  to  work  as  laborers  and  engineers  on 
the  Illinois  and  Michigan  Canal  and  the  railroad.   A  number  of  German 
immigrants  settled  in  the  area,  although  few  came  to  work  on  the  canal.   Most 
established  themselves  as  shopkeepers,  farmers,  and  artisans.   Prominent 
Morris  Germans  included  the  Gebhard  family,  proprietors  of  the  local  brewery, 
and  George  Woelfel,  owner  and  founder  of  a  large  tannery. 

Morris:   Site  Selection 

In  the  1830s,  settlers  residing  in  what  was  to  be  known  as  Morris,  were  often 
faced  with  a  day's  journey  to  the  county  seat  at  Ottawa.   As  the  area 
continued  to  grow,  many  of  the  settlers  expressed  the  opinion  that  the 
existing  county  was  too  large.   By  1840,  a  decade  after  the  first  settlers 
began  to  arrive  in  the  area,  a  movement  to  divide  the  county  began.   A 
petition,  requesting  the  division  of  LaSalle  County,  was  circulated. 
Presented  before  the  State  Legislature  in  December  1840,  the  petition  asked 
that  two  counties  -  Grundy  and  Kendall  -  be  created  in  what  was  then  the 
eastern  half  of  LaSalle  County.   On  February  14,  1841,  the  act  was  approved  by 
the  Governor  of  the  State. 

Many  of  the  communities  situated  along  the  banks  of  the  Illinois  and  Michigan 
Canal  were  established  by  the  Canal  Commissioners.   Morris  was  no  exception. 
The  Senate  was  struggling  to  complete  the  canal  when  the  petition  urging  the 
creation  of  Grundy  County  was  presented  before  them.   The  act,  signed  by  the 
governor  that  winter,  was  an  attempt  to  further  that  objective.   Providing  for 
the  creation  of  a  county  seat,  the  Act  stipulated  that  the  site  of  said 
community  was  to  be  selected  by  local  and  state  canal  commissioners.   The 
commissioners  were  to  locate  the  community  on  "the  line  of  the  Illinois  and 
Michigan  Canal,  on  canal  lands."   They  were  to  set  aside  for  this  purpose  "any 
quantity  of  the  canal  lands  not  exceeding  ten  acres  and,  after  doing  so  (were 
to)  proceed  to  lay  off  said  lands  as  a  town  site;  embracing  lots,  streets, 
alleys  and  a  public  square  in  such  a  manner  as  they  deem(ed)  proper."   The 
lots  were  to  be  equally  divided  between  the  State  of  Illinois  and  Grundy 
County.   The  county  was  then  required  to  purchase  their  lots  from  the  State  at 
a  price  of  ten  dollars  per  acre. 

The  Armstrong  family  played  a  prominent  role  in  this  first  phase  of  Morris' 
development.   Originally  from  Licking  County,  Ohio,  the  Armstrongs  migrated  to 
the  area  in  1834.   Impressed  with  the  growth  which  had  occurred  in  such  a 


TABLE    V 

POPULATION   CHANGES 
City   of  Morris 


Year 

Population 

1850 

627 

1860 

2093 

1870 

3135 

1880 

3486 

1890 

3653 

1900 

4273 

1910 

4563 

1920 

4505 

1930 

5568 

1940 

6145 

1950 

6926 

1960 

7935 

1970 

8194 

1980 

8750 

short  period  of  time,  George  W.  Armstrong  attempted  to  establish  his  own 
community.   There  were  few  sawmills  in  the  area  at  that  time  and  much  of  the 
lumber  used  in  local  construction  was  hauled  in  from  the  Chicago  area. 

Convinced  that  a  fortune  was  to  be  made  in  the  lumber  business,  Armstrong 
erected  a  small  sawmill  at  the  mouth  of  Waupecan  Creek  in  1836.   Thus,  the 
community  of  Hidalgo  was  established.   Laid  out  by  Augustus  H.  Owen  and  Jacob 
Claypool,  just  three  miles  southwest  of  Morris,  Hidalgo  consisted  of  a  double 
log  cabin  which  served  as  both  a  store  and  residence,  a  sawmill  and  a 
blacksmith  shop.   Each  of  the  structures  was  owned  by  Mr.  Armstrong.   The 
community  was  considered  by  some  to  be  the  leading  village  of  the  county  in 
1836.   Unfortunately,  Waupecan  Creek  proved  to  be  a  "thunder-storm  stream"  and 
the  sawmill  was  unable  to  operate  much  of  the  time.   George  returned  to  Utica 
with  his  family  in  1837.   Soon  after,  the  community  was  deserted.   As  his 
brother  Perry  was  to  say  later,  "the  name  was  too  big  for  the  town  to  carry." 
Little  of  Hidalgo  has  survived. 

George's  hopes  for  Hidalgo  were  passed  onto  his  son,  William.   It  was  William 
E.  Armstrong,  together  with  Jacob  Claypool,  who  agitated  for  the  division  of 
LaSalle  County.   Having  presented  the  petition  before  the  Legislature  in 
December  of  1840,  Armstrong  was  appointed  by  the  Governor  to  hold  a  seat  on 
the  local  canal  commission.   To  a  great  extent,  this  appointment,  together 
with  Armstrong's  strong  personality  and  cunning  manuveuring,  are  responsible 
for  the  existence  of  Morris. 

The  commission  responsible  for  selecting  the  site  for  the  county  seat  was 
comprised  of  six  members.   Three  local  citizens  —  Ward  B.  Burnett,  Rulief  S. 
Derwyea  and  William  E.  Armstrong  —  were  appointed  by  the  Governor  in  1841  to 
serve  in  conjunction  with  three  commissioners  from  the  Illinois  and  Michigan 
Canal  Board.   Upon  reviewing  the  canal  lands,  only  three  parcels  -  Sections  3, 
7  and  9  in  Township  33,  Range  4  -  were  found  to  lie  near  the  center  of  the 
county.   While  determining  which  parcel  was  to  be  the  site  of  the  new 
community,  it  was  discovered  that  the  commissioners  were  equally  split  between 
Sections  7  and  9.   Armstrong,  Burnett  and  Derwyea,  having  selected  Section  9 
as  their  choice,  felt  that  the  canal  commissioners  were  acting  "solely  within 
a  view  of  benefiting  the  canal  fund,  and  were  (paying)  no  attention  to  the 
manifest  best  interests  of  the  county."   The  deadlock  continued  well  into  1842. 

Confident  that  the  only  suitable  site  for  the  county  seat  was  at  Morris 
(Section  9),  William  Armstrong  began  to  negotiate  with  John  P.  Chapin  of 
Chicago  for  purchase  of  half  interest  in  the  SW1/4  of  the  SW1/4  of  Section  4. 
The  property,  eventually  purchased  by  Armstrong,  was  located  adjacent  to  the 
site  being  considered  for  the  county  seat.   Armstrong  then  moved  his  family 
into  the  Morris  area,  purchasing  the  log  cabin  which  had  been  constructed  by 
James  McKeon  in  1834.   He  opened  his  home  for  a  variety  of  county  court 
sessions,  board  meetings  and  Canal  Commission  meetings.   Obtaining  a  charter 
from  the  State  of  Illinois  in  1841,  he  began  to  operate  a  ferry  between  the 
banks  of  the  Illinois  River,  just  south  of  Morris.   As  the  canal  approached 
Morris,  Armstrong  contracted  with  the  State  for  its  construction.   To  further 


insure  the  establishment  of  the  county  seat  in  Morris,  Armstrong  constructed  a 
two-story  frame  courthouse,  at  his  own  expense,  in  the  early  spring  of  1842. 
The  "Emperor,"  as  Armstrong  was  known,  gradually  established  Morris  as  the  hub 
of  county  activity. 

The  term  of  Canal  Commissioner  General  William  F.  Thornton  expired  in  the 
spring  of  1842.   Included  among  the  three  commissioners  favoring  the  site  in 
Section  7,  Thornton  was  replaced  by  Isaac  N.  Morris  of  Quincey,  Illinois. 
Appointed  President  of  the  Board,  Morris  called  together  the  commissioners  in 
March  1842.   A  final  vote  regarding  the  site  of  Grundy's  county  seat  was  held 
in  the  courthouse  constructed  by  Armstrong  earlier  that  spring.   The  two-year 
deadlock  was  broken  when  Morris  cast  the  deciding  vote  for  the  site  in 
Section  9. 

The  Platting  of  Morris 

Once  the  site  of  the  county  seat  was  selected,  the  Canal  Commissioners  were 
responsible  for  platting  the  town.   The  community  was  to  be  located  in  the 
northeast  corner  of  the  NEl/4  of  Section  9  Township  33  Range  7.   The  platting, 
conducted  by  Leander  Newport,  County  Surveyor,  began  on  March  7,  1842.   The 
plat  was  certified  on  April  12,  1842.   However,  the  plat  was  not  recorded  with 
the  state  for  several  months,  as  the  naming  of  the  community  proved  to  be 
something  of  a  problem.   A  variety  of  names  were  considered.   Most  were 
abandoned,  as  they  duplicated  the  names  of  other  towns  in  Illinois.   The 
community  was  initially  named  Morristown  in  honor  of  Isaac  Morris,  the 
commissioner  responsible  for  casting  the  deciding  vote.   A  series  of  other 
names,  Morrisiana,  Grundy,  Grundyville,  Morrisville,  and  Xendu,  were 
considered.   Morris  was  eventually  selected. 

The  original  town  plat  of  Morris  included  a  twelve  block  area  bounded  on  three 
sides  by  Wauponsee,  Jackson  and  Division  Streets.   The  Illinois  and  Michigan 
Canal  served  as  the  southern  boundary.   The  plat  provided  for  a  public  square 
upon  which  the  county  courthouse  was  to  be  located.   At  the  urging  of 
Dr.  L.  S.  Robins,  two  40x40  foot  lots  were  laid  out  in  the  southeast  and 
southwest  corners  of  the  square  for  lawyer's  offices.   Considered  a  folly  by 
later  officials,  the  lots  eventually  became  the  site  of  the  county  jail  and 
the  jailer's  house. 

Morris  grew  quickly  as  a  variety  of  subdivisions  and  additions  sprang  up 
around  the  original  town  plat.   One  of  the  first  properties  to  be  added  to  the 
city  proper  was  that  parcel  owned  jointly  by  William  Armstrong  and 
John  P.  Chapin.   "Chapin's  Addition  to  Morris"  was  originally  platted  in  1841, 
before  the  Morris  site  had  been  selected  by  the  commissioners.   Unable  to 
provide  a  legal  description  of  the  property,  the  plat  was  not  formally 
recorded  until  April  30,  1844. 

Much  of  the  land  located  within  the  Canal  Trustees'  property  -  that  area  just 
east  and  north  of  Morris  -  appears  to  have  been  owned  by  former  canal 
employees.   As  indicated  earlier,  many  of  the  canal  laborers  purchased  state 


property  with  script  in  the  early  1840s.   As  the  community  grew  and  additional 
land  was  required  for  expansion,  they  gradually  sold  off  their  farmland.   The 
area  was  subdivided  and  resubdivided,  parcel  by  parcel,  as  people  continued  to 
settle  in  Morris. 

That  area  west  of  the  original  town  plat  of  Morris  was,  for  most  part,  the 
property  of  large  landowners  (i.e.,  H.  C.  Goold,  John  P.  Chapin,  Wm.  E. 
Armstrong)  and  was  rarely  subdivided.   When  activity  of  this  sort  did  occur, 
it  usually  included  the  whole  area,  not  a  few  parcels  scattered  here  and 
there,  as  was  the  case  along  the  eastern  boundaries  of  Morris.   In  1853,  with 
a  population  of  seven  hundred  people,  the  town  of  Morris  was  incorporated.   By 
1870,  most  of  what  is  included  within  the  corporate  limits  of  Morris  today  had 
been  platted. 

INDUSTRIAL  DEVELOPMENT 

Similar  to  the  other  I&M  Canal  towns,  Morris  was  industrialized  in  a  number  of 
stages  over  the  course  of  the  19th  century.   During  the  antebellum  period 
industrial  development  occurred  in  the  form  of  small-scale  sawmills, 
gristmills,  a  foundry,  a  tannery,  and  blacksmith  shops.   Agricultural 
production,  namely  that  of  corn  and  oats,  comprised  the  major  early  bulk 
products  industries.   Grain  elevators,  located  along  the  I&M  and  the  Chicago, 
Rock  Island  &  Pacific  Railroad  line,  were  a  prominent  feature  of  the  pre-1860 
Morris  landscape. 

The  two  decades  after  the  Civil  War  witnessed  the  expansion  of  Grundy  County's 
coal  industry.   The  coal  fields  in  and  around  Morris  were  worked  using  shallow 
shafts  or  small  strip  mines.   A  single  seam  of  coal,  roughly  three  feet  thick 
and  between  thirty  and  160  feet  deep,  extended  through  a  large  area  north  of 
the  Illinois  River.   In  the  1880s  coal  operators  in  Morris  employed  over  100 
men  and  boys.   Horses  were  used  in  the  smaller  mines  to  hoist  the  coal  to  the 
surface.   Increasingly  though,  the  small  mining  companies  gave  way  to  the 
larger  operations  and  horse  power  was  superseded  by  steam  power.   Heavier 
industrialization  followed  on  the  heels  of  greater  coal  production  as  several 
of  Morris's  manufacturing  concerns  grew  larger  in  scale.   A  brewery, 
established  in  the  1860s,  was  by  the  early-1900s  employing  about  25  hands  and 
producing  some  125  barrels  of  beer  each  day.   During  the  1880s  Morris  emerged 
as  an  important  local  producer  of  clay  building  materials  including 
terra-cotta,  drain  tile,  sidewalk  tile,  and  brick.   Much  of  the  fine  quality 
clay  was  mined  north  of  the  canal,  east  of  Morris.   Throughout  the  late-19th 
and  early-20th  century  the  town  boasted  of  its  inexpensive  and  plentiful  coal 
resources  and  its  excellent  transportation  facilities  as  Morris's  business 
community  sought  to  attract  yet  more  industry. 

Labor  in  mid-19th  century  Morris  was  made  up  largely  of  Irish  immigrants  and 
native-born  Americans,  however,  by  1900  recently  arrived  southern  and  eastern 
European  immigrants  also  entered  the  workforce.   By  1910  the  town  had  a 
population  of  around  4,500  and  contained  three  large  manufacturing  concerns 
that  each  employed  100  or  more  people.   During  the  relatively  prosperous  1920s 
a  paper  mill  complex,  located  on  the  east  side  of  town,  became  the  area's 


largest  employer.   Economic  gains,  though,  were  soon  reversed  as  the  great 
depression  of  the  1930s  hastened  the  decline  or  closing  of  several  old  Morris 
manufacturing  firms.   The  post-1940  years  witnessed  the  rise  of  large  scale 
petro-chemical  industries  and  fertilzer  manufacturing.   Although  coal 
production  ceased  in  Morris,  grain  shipping  remained  an  important  bulk 
products  industry.   As  will  be  discussed,  the  historic  industries  in  Morris 
that  were  surveyed  by  HABS/HAER  include  those  in  the  bulk  products  and 
manufacturing. 


BULK  PRODUCTS  INDUSTRIES 


Agriculture 


From  the  1850s  to  the  present  Illinois  has  been  one  of  the  nation's  largest 
corn-growing  states.   Contributing  to  this  abundant  yield  of  corn,  the 
Heritage  Corridor  contains  many  acres  of  cultivated  farmland  and  numerous 
grain  elevators.   In  Grundy  County  corn  has  comprised  the  major  cash  crop 
since  the  late  antebellum  period.   Much  of  the  county's  corn  was  brought  to 
Morris's  grain  elevators  where  it.  was  dried  and  shipped  to  market  via  the 
waterways  or  the  railroads.   The  I&M  Canal,  completed  in  1848,  spawned  the 
construction  of  the  town's  early  grain  elevators.   0.  J.  Nelson,  G.  F.  Brown, 
and  Thomas  Phillips  were  among  the  first  proprieters  of  these  grain  elevators 
that  once  lined  the  north  side  of  the  canal.   After  the  completion  of  the 
Chicago,  Rock  Island  &  Pacific  Railroad  in  1853,  additional  elevators  were 
built  away  from  the  canal  along  the  rail  line. 

HABS/HAER  surveyed  the  canal  corridor  through  Morris  noting  that  none  of  the 
canal  era  grain  elevators  have  survived.   Two  large  late-19th  or  early-20th 
century  elevators,  located  along  the  old  Rock  Island  line  (which  was  outside 
this  summer's  study  area),  remain  in  place.   They  are  abandoned,  however,  as 
presently  grain  is  shipped  from  the  elevators  located  on  the  Illinois  Waterway. 

Paper  Industries 

The  manufacture  of  paper  in  Morris,  dating  from  the  early-1880s,  became  the 
largest  industry  in  town  in  the  early-20th  century.   The  paper  mill  consisted 
of  a  sprawling  complex  of  two  and  three  story  brick  buildings  and  once 
employed  an  estimated  900  people.   In  1916  it  was  called  the  Morris  Paper 
Mill,  producing  cardboard  and  paper  packaging  for  consumer  goods.   Federal 
Paper  Board,  a  New  Jersey-based  corporation,  purchased  the  plant  in  the  1950s, 
operating  it  until  1980.   Although  much  of  the  mill  complex  remains  in  place, 
HABS/HAER  did  not  include  it  in  the  inventory  as  it  was  outside  of  this 
summer's  study  area. 

Breweries 

In  Morris,  as  in  a  number  of  the  canal  towns,  the  brewing  of  beer  and  ale 
comprised  one  of  the  more  prominent  bulk  product  industries.  The  Gebhard 
Brewery,  located  on  Washington  Street  near  Nettle  Creek  and  surveyed  this 


summer,  was  started  in  1866  by  Louis  Gebhard.   Originally  a  one-and-one-half 
story  brick  building  housed  the  brewery  operation.   Gebhard's  enterprise  was 
successful  and  by  1896  he  had  erected  a  large  brick  and  steel  building.   The 
new  building  contained  a  large  brewing  room  complete  with  a  copper  vat.   Grain 
was  prepared  on  the  upper  floors  of  the  five-story  brew  house.   Less  than  ten 
years  later  a  large  brick  and  steel  addition  was  built  to  the  north  of  the 
brew  house.   Another  addition  to  the  brewery,  built  at  the  same  time, 
consisted  of  a  two-and-one-half  story  brick  and  timber  building  and  served  as 
a  bottling  plant.   William  Gebhard  succeeded  his  father  in  the  business  and 
used  the  wealth  generated  by  the  brewery  to  construct  homes  and  commercial 
buildings  in  Morris.   The  Gebhard  family  eventually  had  the  most  extensive 
land  holdings  in  the  town. 

With  the  advent  of  prohibition  the  brewery  closed  down.   Most  of  the  machinery 
was  dismantled  and  sold  abroad.   After  standing  abandoned  for  a  few  years  the 
brew  house  was  converted  into  a  flour  mill.   First  known  as  the  Morris  Milling 
Company  and  later  as  the  Brown  Mill,  after  owner  Dan  H.  Brown,  the  enterprise 
was  never  entirely  successful  as  it  went  through  periods  of  activity  and 
abandonment.   In  1946  Lindsey  Light  and  Chemical  Company  purchased  the  old 
bottling  plant  and  began  to  manufacture  mantles  for  lanterns.  Currently  the 
building  is  owned  by  a  British  firm  that  continues  to  produce  mantles.   The 
old  Gebhard  Brewery  is  occupied  by  a  light  industrial  concern. 

Lumber  Products 

Lumber  was  one  of  the  most  important  products  shipped  on  the  canal  and,  for 
this  reason,  many  lumberyards  utilized  areas  adjacent  to  the  waterway  as  a 
location  for  their  storage  yards  and  planing  mills.   Lumber  dealers  included 
L.  W.  Whipple,  Ross  and  Haymond,  Rattison  and  Moore,  Thomas  H.  Ross,  the 
Morris  Lumber  Company,  and  I.  N.  R.  Beatty  Lumber  Company.   Canal  Street  (now 
Illinois  Avenue)  was  the  center  of  the  lumber  business  in  Morris.   Although 
these  lumberyards  no  longer  exist,  HABS/HAER  surveyed  a  small  office  building 
that  was  originally  part  of  the  yard  located  directly  south  of  the 
courthouse.   The  structure  presently  serves  as  offices  for  the  Grundy  County 
Health  Department. 

Coal  Mining 

Although  coal  mining  was  one  of  Grundy  County's  primary  industries  during  the 
late-19th  and  early-20th  centuries,  none  of  the  extant  mining  sites  were  found 
within  this  summer's  survey  area  in  Morris. 

MANUFACTURING  INDUSTRIES 

Metal  Industries 

Metal  industries  associated  with  foundaries,  furnaces,  and  forges  never 
developed  to  a  large  extent  in  Morris,  particularly  when  compared  r^   other 
canal  towns  such  as  Peru,  LaSalle,  and  Joliet.   Nonetheless,  this  industry  was 
present  in  Grundy  County,  usually  as  an  adjunct  to  manufacturing  concerns 


which  had  a  foundry  as  part  of  their  overall  manufacturing  process.   The 
earliest  metal  industry  in  Morris  was  the  Riddle,  McKee  and  Sons  Foundry, 
located  north  and  east  of  the  Nettle  Creek  Aqueduct  along  the  canal.   It  was 
operating  prior  to  1856.   The  location  was  later  used  for  the  foundry  of  the 
Coleman  Hardware  Company. 

The  origin  of  the  Coleman  Hardware  Company  may  be  traced  to  a  Grundy  County 
legislative  bill  of  1873  that  encouraged  companies  to  locate  in  the  area.   One 
industrial  concern  that  did  so  was  the  Sherwood  School  Furniture  Company  which 
established  a  factory  in  Morris  in  1874.   Less  than  ten  years  later  the 
furniture  company  ran  into  financial  difficulties  and  J.  G.  Coleman,  secretary 
of  the  firm,  took  over  its  assets.   Subsequently  known  as  Coleman  Hardware, 
the  company  expanded  its  operation,  employing  as  many  as  300  workers  by  1910. 
A  variety  of  tools,  many  of  them  for  agricultural  use,  were  manufactured  at 
the  site.   Coleman  Hardware  continued  its  operation  until  the  1930s  when  the 
company  went  bankrupt.   Presently  the  buildings  are  unoccupied,  however,  they 
retain  much  of  their  original  late-19th  century  appearance. 

General  Manufacturing  -  Leather 

Another  one  of  Morris's  major  manufacturing  operations  was  leather  tanning. 
The  town's  earliest  tannery  began  in  the  1850s  with  the  Knoblock  Brothers 
opening  their  works  on  the  south  side  of  the  I&M  Canal.   Soon  after,  George 
Woelfel  assumed  control  of  the  tannery.   In  1866  Charles  Sparr  replaced 
Woelfel's  original  partner  and  over  the  next  two  decades  the  operation  began 
to  grow.   Woelfel  became  sole  proprietor  of  the  tannery  in  1880.   Several  two 
and  three  story  brick  buildings  were  erected  in  the  late-19th  century  as  the 
tanning  business  prospered.   Edgar  H.  Woelfel  took  over  the  firm  from  his 
father  and  continued  to  operate  the  tannery  until  it  failed  in  the  early 
1930s.   With  the  exception  of  a  two-and-one-half-story  brick  building  that 
contains  a  gable  roof,  little  remains  of  the  old  tannery. 

Utilities 

As  with  other  industrial  communities,  electric  and  gas  utilities  have 
contributed  greatly  to  the  industrial  development  of  Morris.   The  town's  first 
gas  works  was  established  in  the  1870s.   Known  as  the  Morris  Gas  Company  and 
located  on  the  north  side  of  Jefferson  Street  next  to  Nettle  Creek,  the  plant 
was  initially  privately  owned.   After  suffering  through  some  early  financial 
difficulties  the  company  expanded  its  operation  in  the  1880s.   By  the 
late-19th  century  a  steam-driven  electric  power  plant  superseded  the  gas  works 
in  commercial  importance.   The  gas  works  and  power  plant  remained  in  private 
hands  until  1916  when  the  city  assumed  its  ownership.   HABS/HAER  surveyed  the 
site  of  the  old  gas  works  finding  only  a  small  one-story  brick  building  which 
probably  dates  from  the  late-19th  century.   Although  the  structure  was 
probably  associated  with  the  gas-making  operation  its  original  function  is 
unknown. 
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COMMERCIAL  DEVELOPMENT 

Commercial  activity  during  the  building  of  the  Illinois  and  Michigan  Canal  and 
in  the  early  years  of  its  operation  was  concentrated  on  Washington  Street  and 
Canal  Street  (now  Illnois  Avenue),  extending  westward  from  the  courthouse 
toward  Nettle  Street.   With  the  opening  of  the  railroad  in  1853,  a  secondary 
concentration  of  commercial  activity  developed  near  the  intersection  of  the 
railroad  tracks  and  Liberty  Street. 

The  majority  of  the  early  commercial  structures  were  wood  frame  in  a  simple 
front-gable  Greek  Revival  style  that  predominated  in  both  residential  and 
commercial  construction  during  this  period.   A  number  of  these  pre-1855 
structures  that  were  probably  used  for  both  commercial  and  residential 
purposes  survive  along  the  south  side  of  the  400  block  of  W.  Washington 
Street,  although  all  have  been  altered  with  modern  siding  and  later  additions. 

Morris  grew  rapidly  after  the  opening  of  the  I  &  M  Canal  in  1848,  with  the 
population  more  than  doubling  between  1850  and  1860.   As  the  county  seat  and 
the  only  municipality  in  Grundy  County  located  on  the  canal,  Morris  became  the 
commercial  center  for  the  entire  county  as  well  as  for  its  local  residents. 
An  1856  map  of  Morris  lists  commercial  subscribers  that  include  eight  dry 
goods  merchants,  seven  attorneys,  three  doctors,  eighteen  dealers  in  groceries 
or  produce,  three  hotels,  three  hardware  merchants,  four  livery  stables,  two 
cabinet  makers,  two  druggists,  three  coopers,  two  jewelers,  three  boot  and 
shoe  merchants,  six  builders  or  house  carpenters  and  one  clothier,  tailor, 
baker  and  undertaker. 

In  the  1850s,  brick  commercial  buildings  began  to  replace  frame  structures 
along  Washington  Street.   Pictured  in  the  1856  map,  the  Hanna-LeRoy  dry  goods 
store,  a  three-story  brick  structure  that  still  stands  at  113  W.  Washington 
Street,  is  an  example  of  these  early  brick  buildings.   Constructed  in  1854,  it 
retains  much  of  its  original  character  in  the  low  relief  paneled  brickwork 
below  the  cornice  that  was  used  originally  for  signage  and  in  the  stone  sills 
and  lintels  on  the  second  and  third  story  windows.   The  first  story  storefront 
is  similar  to  the  original  facade,  although  the  entrance  has  been  shifted  from 
the  center  to  the  east  end. 

Like  the  wood  frame  Greek  Revival  buildings,  these  early  brick  commercial 
structures  were  not  ornately  decorated.   Built  in  sections  ca.  1860,  the 
Porter-Pike-Hoffman  block  on  the  northwest  corner  of  Liberty  and  Washington 
Streets  exhibits  only  slightly  more  decoration  than  the  Hanna-LeRoy  building. 
The  paneled  brickwork  cornice  gives  the  impression  of  a  wide  balustrade 
reminiscent  of  balustrades  along  the  roof  line  of  many  Federal  buildings 
constructed  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  United  States  earlier  in  the  century, 
and  the  window  openings  are  detailed  with  segmental  (south  section)  and  round 
(north  section)  arches.   These  buildings  retain  much  of  the  nineteenth  century 
character  that  has  been  lost  through  later  renovations  to  the  majority  of 
buildings  in  the  downtown  area. 
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Commercial  development  in  Morris  was  curtailed  by  the  Civil  War.   Although  the 
population  of  Morris  continued  to  grow  rapidly  in  the  1860s  (see  Table  I), 
commercial  building  during  this  decade  was  limited.   By  the  1870s,  however, 
the  economy  of  Morris  had  improved  with  new  industries  and  a  growing 
population  in  need  of  increased  local  services.   Although  commercial  activity 
had  originally  been  tied  to  the  canal,  the  importance  and  location  of  the 
railroad  made  Liberty  Street  the  natural  north-south  link  between  the  depot 
and  courthouse /canal  area.   This  north-south  route,  which  had  seen  only 
limited  previous  building,  began  to  be  developed  intensively  in  the  second 
half  of  the  1870s,  starting  at  the  southern  end.   In  1877-78,  a  directory  was 
published  for  Grundy  County  that  included  a  listing  of  Morris  businesses. 
Among  those  were  six  bakeries,  two  banks,  four  barbers,  six  billiard  halls, 
ten  blacksmiths,  eight  lawyers,  seven  boot  and  shoe  merchants,  two  breweries, 
four  butchers,  five  clothiers,  three  dentists,  four  druggists,  six  dry  goods 
merchants,  fifteen  groceries,  six  hotels,  ten  doctors,  eight  restaurants  and 
twenty  saloons.   The  buildings  to  accommodate  these  activities  were  being 
erected,  by  the  1870s,  principally  in  the  Italianate  commercial  style  that 
predominated  nationally  at  that  time.   The  L.  W.  Claypool  building  (1877), 
located  on  the  southwest  corner  of  Liberty  and  Washington  Streets,  is  one  of 
the  most  impressive  buildings  of  the  period.   Constructed  of  local  Aux  Sable 
Sandstone  ashlar,  the  building  is  most  notable  for  its  massive  metal  cornice 
ornamented  with  brackets,  modillions  and  lozenge  motifs,  and  for  its 
rusticated  canted  corner  entrance.   The  building  originally  housed  a  grocery 
and  jewelry  store  on  the  first  story  with  offices  above  and  was  built  by 
L.  W.  Claypool,  the  first  elected  county  recorder  (1841),  first  postmaster  of 
Morris  (1842-45)  and  assistant  agent  of  the  canal  lands  from  1848-1860. 
Although  the  sandstone  is  greatly  deteriorated  and  the  first-story  north 
facade  has  been  altered,  the  building  still  offers  an  imposing  presence  on 
this  major  corner  in  the  downtown  area. 

Moving  northward  along  Liberty  Street,  another  building  of  note  from  this 
period  is  the  Robinson-Allen-Holtzman  building  at  216-218  Liberty.   Recent 
sandblasting  has  unfortunately  destroyed  the  historic  character  of  the 
sandstone  ;  the  ornate  pedimented  cornice  does,  however,  remain  intact. 

The  other  commercial  buildings  constructed  in  the  downtown  area  along  Liberty 
Street  during  the  1870s  through  the  mid-1880s  were  also  in  an  Italianate 
style.   Many  of  these  buildings  have  been  completely  altered  with  modern 
storefronts  and  many  have  been  covered  with  gray  or  tan  stucco,  scored  in  a 
brick-like  pattern. 

One  of  the  largest  buildings  on  Liberty  Street,  built  in  1885  and  still 
retaining  much  of  its  original  appearance  above  the  first  story,  is  the 
three-story  hipped  roof  L.  Gebhard  block  at  316-318.   Its  red  brick  facade, 
punctuated  with  tall  window  openings  containing  decorative  shaped  stone 
lintels,  is  capped  with  an  elaborate  metal  cornice  with  a  center  pedimented 
name/date  plate.   Louis  Gebhard  was  the  founder  of  the  Gebhard  Brewery,  a 
major  Morris  industry  from  the  1860s  until  Prohibition.   He  is  responsible  for 
the  construction  of  this  block  and  the  two-story  block  on  the  northwest  corner 
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of  Liberty  and  Main  Streets.   The  latter  building  has  been  stuccoed  and  the 
main  entrance  level  was  altered  in  the  1920s  with  the  addition  of  the 
classical  cast  stone  bank  facade. 

Hotels  were  an  important  part  of  the  commercial  activity  in  Morris  during  the 
nineteenth  century.   As  the  county  seat,  a  major  canal  town,  a  stopping  place 
for  the  railroad  and,  later,  as  a  station  along  the  early  twentieth  century 
interurban  line  from  Chicago  to  Peoria,  Morris  boasted  a  variety  of  places 
for  a  traveler  to  find  lodgings.   Within  this  summer's  study  area,  the 
Washington  House  is  the  most  intact  of  the  extant  local  hotels  built  during 
the  latter  part  of  the  nineteenth  century.   The  eastern  section,  built  in 
1867,  was  a  modest  gable-roofed  structure;  ten  years  later,  under  the 
ownership  of  C.  0.  Wagner,  the  buiding  was  extended  to  incorporate  a  quarter 
of  the  block  bounded  by  Liberty,  Main,  Wauponsee  and  Jefferson  Streets.   The 
imposing  two-story  structure  included  a  central  courtyard  and  extensive 
stables.   Although  the  windows  have  been  altered  and  interior  changes  made 
when  the  building  was  converted  to  apartments,  this  structure,  located 
approximately  half-way  between  the  railroad  and  the  canal,  retains  its 
impressive  scale  and  site  that  made  it  an  important  building  in  the  commercial 
history  of  the  city. 

After  the  mid-1880s,  commercial  construction  in  Morris  declined.   Fewer 
buildings,  usually  smaller  in  size  than  their  predecessors,  were  constructed 
during  the  late  1880s  and  1890s.   The  last  major  commercial  building  phase 
within  the  study  area  occurred  in  the  early  years  of  the  twentieth  century. 
In  1904,  Henry  Fey,  who  had  come  to  Morris  from  Germany  in  1854  and  had  worked 
as  a  butcher  and  a  dry  goods  merchant,  built  a  commercial  block  just  east  of 
Liberty  Street  at  115-118  E.  Jefferson  Street.   The  building  is  suggestive  of 
the  neoclassical  style  with  its  pilasters  dividing  the  facade  into  five  bays 
and  its  classically  decorated  metal  cornice.   The  more  eclectic  Collins  and 
Cronin  blocks  on  the  southwest  corner  of  Liberty  and  Jackson  Streets,  built  in 
1905,  use  neoclassical  elements  punctuated  with  a  variety  of  decorative 
features  derived  from  a  number  of  other  popular  styles  of  the  period.   While 
not  outstanding  architecturally,  the  buildings  form  a  major  local 
architectural  landmark. 

Commercial  building  within  the  study  area  was  essentially  completed  by  the  end 
of  the  first  decade  of  the  twentieth  century.   Some  infill  buildings  were 
added  later  and  some  older  buildings  were  rehabilitated,  so  that  today  they 
give  little  indication  of  their  original  appearance.   On  the  secondary 
commercial  streets  to  the  east  and  west  of  Liberty  Street,  a  number  of  blocks 
have  had  the  nineteenth  and  early  twentieth  century  buildings  moved  or 
demolished  to  make  way  for  recent  commercial  construction.   Scale  and 
materials  of  more  recent  buildings,  especially  those  along  Liberty  Street, 
have  generally  been  compatible  with  older  structures;  many  of  the  recent 
facade  renovations,  however,  have  been  detrimental  to  the  historic  visual 
character  of  the  buildings  and  the  streetscape. 
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Commercial  activity  in  downtown  Morris  continues  to  be  healthy  and  Liberty 
Street  continues  to  be  the  major  business  center  of  the  city  and  surrounding 
areas  of  Grundy  County.   The  1985  study  area  included  this  downtown  commercial 
core  as  far  north  as  Jackson  Street.   The  completion  of  the  inventory  along 
the  commercial  corridor,  at  least  as  far  north  as  the  railroad,  will  provide 
the  information  for  a  more  complete  assessment  of  the  downtown  commercial 
development  in  Morris  through  1940  by  including  the  1920s  and  1950s  commercial 
development  north  of  Jackson  Street  and  the  earlier  commercial  structures 
concentrated  near  the  railroad. 

RESIDENTIAL  DEVELOPMENT 

The  building  of  residential  structures  in  Morris  during  canal  construction  was 
limited,  but  following  the  opening  of  the  canal  in  1848,  houses  began  to  be 
built  for  the  rapidly  growing  population.   The  I&M  aided  in  the  construction 
of  the  town's  residential  buildings,  as  it  facilitated  the  importation  of  pine 
lumber  used  in  building  houses.  Most  of  the  early  structures  from  the  late 
1840s  through  the  1860s  were  simple  Greek  Revival  front-gable  frame 
buildings.   A  few  were  also  constructed  of  brick.  Most  were  one-and-one-half 
or  two  stories  with  narrow  clapboard  siding  and  a  boxed  cornice  with  returns 
on  the  gable  ends.   A  horizontal  rectangular  transom  and  narrow  vertical 
sidelights  around  the  main  entrance  were  also  common.   Foundations  were 
generally  of  the  local  dolomite  limestone.   Few  of  these  early  frame  buildings 
survive  intact.   Most  have  been  re-sided  with  asbestos,  aluminum  or  vinyl; 
many  have  had  fenestration  patterns  changed;  the  majority  have  had  wings  and 
porches  added  or  removed;  and  a  sizable  number  have  been  moved  from  their 
original  locations.   These  houses  were  scattered  throughout  what  was  to  become 
the  city  of  Morris.   The  1856  map  of  the  city  shows  commercial  activity 
concentrated  along  Washington  Street  in  the  area  near  the  courthouse,  with 
houses  built  north,  east,  and  west,  each  at  some  distance  from  its  nearest 
neighbor.   A  small  concentration  of  early  structures  appearing  on  the  1856  map 
are  located  on  both  sides  of  W.  Washington  Street  between  Calhoun  and  Nettle 
streets.  Some  of  these  may  also  have  been  used  for  commercial  purposes  in  the 
1850s.   Although  they  have  been  altered  and  twentieth-century  ranch-style 
houses  have  been  built  among  them,  these  houses  give  a  sense  of  the  form  and 
scale  of  the  early  residential  construction  in  Morris.   The  use  of  the  Greek 
Revival  style  was  abandoned  in  most  areas  of  the  country  in  favor  of  the  more 
ornamental  Italianate  or  Gothic  Revival  by  the  1860s,  but  in  Morris  the  simple 
front-gabled  house  continued  to  be  the  most  popular  residential  building  form 
well  into  the  1870s  and  continued  to  be  used  as  late  as  the  1880s. 

The  building  tradition  in  Morris  has  been  conservative.   House  carpenters, 
house  joiners  and  masons  who  came  to  Morris  in  the  1840s  and  1850s  came  almost 
exclusively  from  New  England  and  the  Mid-Atlantic  states  and  built  here  the 
simple,  straightforward  vernacular  forms  that  predominated  in  the  rural  areas 
of  the  east  that  they  had  left  behind.   As  the  census  data  in  Table  I  shows, 
the  population  of  Morris  grew  rapidly  following  the  opening  of  the  canal. 
With  an  influx  of  over  2,500  people  in  the  two  decades  betweeen  1850  and  1870, 
the  need  for  housing  was  critical  and  this  need  for  rapid  construction  may 
also  have  contributed  to  the  simple  character  of  these  early  structures. 
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By  the  1870s,  residential  development  in  Morris  became  divided  by  the 
north-south  commercial  axis  of  Liberty  Street.   The  east  side  of  town 
developed  predominantly  as  an  area  of  solid,  modest  houses,  while  the  west 
became  the  area  of  larger,  more  elegant  residences  of  the  prominent  Morris 
merchants  and  industrialists. 

The  Gebhard  residence  at  604  W.  Washington  Street  is  an  example  of  the  simple 
front-gable  vernacular  Greek  Revival  form  that  characterized  most  of  the 
residential  structures  of  this  early  period.   Probably  built  in  the  mid-  to 
late-1860s,  it  was  the  home  of  Louis  Gebhard,  founder  of  the  Gebhard  Brewery, 
and  was  located  on  the  west  side  of  town  near  the  brewery  complex.   The  house 
has  a  rectangular  shaped  plan,  front  gable  roof  with  raking  cornice,  three-bay 
front  facade  with  an  off-center  double  door  entrance  under  a  simple  gable 
roofed  one-story  open  entry  porch.   The  foundation  is  of  local  dolomite 
limestone.   With  simple  window  casings,  narrow  clapboard  siding,  narrow  corner 
boards  and  simple  porch  posts,  the  house  contains  none  of  the  ornate  detail 
that  might  have  been  characteristic  of  the  home  of  a  wealthy  industrialist 
elsewhere. 

Of  more  modest  size,  the  brick  house  at  303  E.  Jackson  Street,  in  the  east 
side  residential  area,  has  had  a  later  nineteenth  century  addition  of  a 
polygonal  bay  on  the  front  facade  and  a  full-facade  porch  with  turned  posts 
and  balusters,  yet  the  building  retains  the  characteristic  simple  form  and 
restrained  use  of  detail  of  the  Greek  Revival  style  as  interpreted  in  many 
vernacular  houses. 

By  the  1870s,  commercial  architecture  had  embraced  the  Italianate  style  and 
there  is  some  evidence  that  residential  architecture  in  Morris  also  turned  to 
the  more  ornate  details  that  were  being  promoted  by  A.  J.  Downing  and  others 
in  their  publications.   Although  most  houses  from  this  period  have  been 
altered  and  details  lost,  the  basic  form  of  the  typical  vernacular  Italianate 
house  in  Morris  is  that  of  a  two-story  rectangular  plan,  low-pitched  hip  roof 
with  deep  eaves  to  accommodate  the  brackets  that  were  the  hallmark  of  the 
style.   425  Fulton  Street  displays  this  simple  form  and  is  one  of  the  few 
buidings  surveyed  that  retains  any  Italianate  detail. 

Isolated  examples  of  other  nationally  popular  styles  of  the  mid-to-late 
nineteenth  century  such  as  the  Gothic  Revival,  Stick  Style,  Eastlake  and 
French  Second  Empire  do  exist,  but  were  outside  this  summer's  survey  area. 
The  inventory  of  houses  in  both  the  east  and  west  residential  areas  of  Morris 
need  to  be  completed  to  develop  a  more  complete  picture  of  the  development  of 
nineteenth  century  architectural  styles  in  the  city. 

The  final  years  of  the  nineteenth  century  saw  the  popularity  of  the  Queen  Anne 
style  with  its  diversity  and  exuberance  in  form  and  detail.   In  Morris,  the 
Queen  Anne  did  not  become  popular  until  the  1890s  and  often  found  expression 
as  a  vernacular  blend  of  stick  and  shingle  elements  with  the  Queen  Anne 
massing  and  classical  details.   506  Calhoun  Street,  built  between  1890-1895, 
is  a  one  and  one-half  story  vernacular  combination  of  stick  style  and  Queen 
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Anne  elements.   Dormers,  projecting  gables  and  a  corner  turret  are  punctuatd 
by  a  variety  of  window  forms.   The  first  story  curved  veranda  on  the  south  and 
east  has  paired  colonettes,  finely  turned  balusters  and  spindle  frieze. 
308  E.  Jefferson  Street,  which  is  in  the  process  of  being  renovated  in  keeping 
with  its  historic  character,  is  another  excellent  example  of  the  application 
of  the  Queen  Anne  style  in  Morris.   309  W.  Main  Street,  built  in  1904  by  Oscar 
and  Joshua  Collins,  two  brothers  from  a  prominent  family  involved  in  local 
agriculture,  is  a  transitional  building  displaying  the  more  symmetrically 
organized  facade  of  the  Colonial  Revival  while  continuing  the  use  of  the  Queen 
Anne  form  of  the  corner  tower  and  veranda.   These  three  houses,  and  the 
majority  of  others  of  this  period  within  the  survey  area,  are  of  wood  frame 
construction  on  a  foundation  of  the  local  dolomite  limestone.   Many  have 
outstanding  stained,  leaded  and  beveled  glass  windows  and  fine  interior 
woodwork.   Like  earlier  frame  structures,  many  of  these  houses  have  been 
resided  with  aluminum  or  vinyl,  thus  compromising  their  historic  integrity  and 
jeopardizing  their  long-term  conservation.   Like  other  earlier  architectural 
styles,  the  Queen  Anne  and  its  related  styles  came  into  use  in  Morris  later 
than  in  the  urban  centers  of  the  United  States,  and  they  appear  in  more 
conservative,  restrained,  less  high-style  forms. 

Architectural  innovations  in  the  Chicago  area  at  the  turn  of  the  century  had  a 
much  more  immediate  impact  on  Morris  and  especially  on  the  kind  of  residential 
structures  that  were  built  after  ca.  1910.   Frank  Lloyd  Wright  and  the  Prairie 
School  revolutionized  residential  architecture  in  the  midwest  and  when  Morris 
experienced  another  spurt  of  growth  in  population  between  1920  and  1930,  the 
style  that  was  selected  for  the  majority  of  buildings  was  based  on  their 
innovations.   Two  of  the  finest  examples  of  the  Prairie  style  influence  in 
Morris  are  the  companion  Gebhard-Baum  houses  at  320  and  319  W.  Main  Street, 
significant  locally  for  their  architecture  and  for  their  association  with  two 
of  the  prominent  families  of  Morris.   Visually  distinctive  from  the  earlier 
architecture  of  the  city,  the  houses  are  clad  in  brick  veneer  and  have 
low-pitched  green  terra  cotta  hip  roofs  with  wide  overhanging  eaves. 
Asymetrical  fenestation  and  pairing  or  banding  of  windows,  especially  on  the 
sun  porch  areas,  are  taken  directly  from  the  Prairie  School  vocabulary.   The 
related  bungalow  or  adapted  bungaloid  form  were  also  prevalent  in  Morris  in 
the  1920s.   Generally  of  wood  frame  construction,  these  and  many  of  the  more 
vernacular  interpretations  of  the  Prairie  style  were  covered  with  a  course 
aggregate  or  pebble  stucco.   Porches,  often  enclosed,  are  an  important  design 
element  in  both  the  bungaloid  and  Prairie  style  forms. 

511  W.  Jefferson  Street  is  an  example  of  the  bungaloid  form  which  still 
displays  the  stucco  cladding  in  the  porch  gable  end. 

Foundation  materials  for  residential  structures  changed  in  the  early  twentieth 
century  from  the  local  dolomite  limestone  to  the  use  of  cast  stone,  or 
concrete  block  or  poured  concrete.   The  type  of  foundation  is,  therefore, 
often  a  clue  to  the  date  of  a  house.   However,  when  a  structure  was  moved  to  a 
new  site,  as  were  many  houses  in  Morris,  it  was  generally  placed  on  a  modern 
foundation.   Another  problem  in  dating  houses,  using  the  foundations  as  a 
clue,  is  that  a  number  of  more  recent  buildings  have  been  constructed  or 
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reconstructed  on  older  foundations.   One  example  is  the  Wilson-Funk  house  at 
304  Nestle  Street.   This  eclectic  house,  built  in  1925  on  a  foundation  of  a 
nineteenth  century  house  that  had  burned  the  year  before,  has  elements  of  many 
early  twentieth  century  styles  including  Tudor  Revival,  French  Provincial,  Art 
and  Crafts,  and  the  Prairie  School,  making  it  visually  one  of  the  most 
interesting  twentieth  century  residential  structures  surveyed  in  Morris. 

Although  the  Depression  was  certainly  felt  in  Morris,  the  city  does  not  seem 
to  have  undergone  the  radical  shifts  in  economic  life  that  were  experienced  in 
many  parts  of  the  nation.   Building  activity  was  reduced  during  the  early 
1930s,  but  was  renewed  in  the  late  1930s  as  colonial  revival  houses  and 
vernacular  cottages  were  constructed  on  smaller  lots  between  the  older 
structures. 

The  residential  areas  of  Morris  have  undergone  many  changes  since  the  first 
settlers  arrived  in  the  1830s.   Morris  residents  have  consistently  had  the 
resources  to  modify  and  update  their  houses  to  meet  changing  styles  and 
tastes,  and  new  houses  have  continually  been  added  to  older  neighborhoods  as 
lots  were  subdivided  or  buildings  were  demolished  or  moved.   Those  houses  that 
have  remained  historically  intact  are  few  and  there  are  no  areas  in  which  a 
group  of  buildings  forms  a  cohesive  contiguous  unit  from  a  particular  period. 
The  residential  areas  of  Morris  display,  instead,  a  continuum  of  a 
conservative  building  tradition  with  ongoing  alterations  to  meet  the  demands 
of  changing  living  patterns. 

Many  of  the  historically  and  architecturally  important  houses  in  Morris  lie 
outside  this  summer's  survey  area.   The  concentration  of  these  structures  on 
Vine  and  Fremont  Streets,  and  others  scattered  throughout  the  city,  merit 
special  attention  during  further  inventory  work. 

EDUCATION  AND  RELIGION 

Schools 

The  growth  of  public  education  and  the  rapid  development  of  new  educational 
theories  that  were  taking  place  nationally  in  the  middle  of  the  nineteenth 
century  were  also  felt  in  Morris.   Education  was  a  major  concern  of  residents 
in  the  early  years  of  the  city,  and  although  the  earliest  schools  were  private 
ventures,  by  the  1850s  public  schooling  was  available.   The  Grundy  County 
Directory  of  1877-78  provides  a  lengthy  discussion  of  both  public  and  private 
schools  of  the  time.   The  only  building  located  within  this  summer's  survey 
area  that  was  described  in  the  directory  is  the  former  Normal  School.   Founded 
in  1869  as  the  Morris  Classical  Institute,  the  Normal  School  was  housed  in 
what  is  now  the  Davis  Funeral  Home  on  the  southwest  corner  of  W.  Washington 
and  Fulton  Streets.   The  building  was  originally  constructed  by  Hanna  and 
LeRoy  in  ca.  1860  for  commercial  use,  but  proved  a  financial  failure.   In  the 
nineteenth  century,  the  building  was  a  three-story  Italianate  brick 
structure.   The  two-story  stuccoed  building  that  remains  bears  little 
resemblance  to  the  original. 
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Other  nineteenth  century  educational  buildings  included  an  Italianate 
sandstone  and  brick  three-story  high  school  building  that  was  located  on 
Division  Street  between  Chapin  and  Benton  Streets.   Known  as  the  Old  Center 
School  and  pictured  in  a  number  of  the  published  histories  of  Morris,  it  was 
replaced  with  the  present  1920s  neoclassical  structure.   A  more  recent  loss  of 
a  significant  nineteenth  century  educational  building  was  the  1985  demolition 
of  Kenrick  Hall.   Also  known  as  the  Immaculate  Conception  School,  this  1890 
structure  had  been  identified  as  an  important  building  by  the  Illinois 
Department  of  Conservation  in  architectural  and  historic  surveys  completed  in 
1972  and  1974.   Two  twentieth  century  educational  structures  also  identified 
by  the  1972  survey  are  the  Prairie-style  McKinley  School  on  the  corner  of  Pine 
and  E.  North  Streets  and  the  Lincoln  School  on  the  northeast  corner  of  Vine 
and  Fremont  Streets. 

The  educational  buildings  of  Morris,  most  of  which  lie  outside  this  summer's 
survey  area,  warrant  further  investigation  for  their  architectural  and 
historical  role  in  the  development  of  the  city. 

Churches 

Religion  and  the  churches  built  for  worship  played  a  major  role  in  the  early 
history  of  Morris.   Settled  primarily  by  Protestant  Yankees  and  Irish 
Catholics,  Morris  retains  a  number  of  its  significant  early  religious 
structures.   Within  this  summer's  survey  area,  the  Congregational  Church, 
built  in  1867,  is  an  excellent  example  of  the  use  of  native  dolomite  limestone 
in  the  Romanesque  Revival  style.   Significant  locally  for  its  architecture  and 
for  its  role  in  the  history  of  Morris  as  both  a  church  and  later  as  the 
Masonic  lodge,  this  building  is  currently  for  sale  and  is  threatened  with 
demolition,  if  a  buyer  is  not  found. 

Other  important  religious  buildings  include  the  Catholic  church,  also  built  in 
1867  but  in  a  more  eclectic  style  that  combines  elements  of  the  Romanesque 
Revival  with  high  Victorian  Gothic  polychromy,  and  the  small  wood  frame  Greek 
Revival  Methodist  church  located  on  the  east  side  of  Liberty  Street,  north  of 
Jackson  Street.   Early  twentieth  century  churches  complete  the  pre-1940 
history  of  religious  architecture  in  Morris.   Because  all  religious 
structures,  with  the  exception  of  the  Congregational  Church,  lie  outside  the 
area  surveyed  this  summer,  further  inventory  work  is  necessary  on  this  aspect 
of  Morris  buildings. 

POLITICAL  DEVELOPMENT 

As  the  center  of  political  activity  in  Grundy  County,  Morris  was  the  site  of 
the  most  important  public  buildings  in  the  county.   The  first  courthouse,  a 
frame  structure  built  in  1841,  was  replaced  in  1856  by  a  Greek  Revival, 
front-gabled  stone  structure  with  a  central  dome.   An  Italianate  stone  jail 
was  built  to  the  southwest  of  the  courthouse  in  1876,  and  the  courthouse  was 
enlarged  in  1883.   Both  of  these  structures  have  been  demolished,  the  latter 
in  the  1970s  to  make  way  for  an  addition  to  the  third  courthouse,  which 
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replaced  the  second  in  1912-13.   Built  of  Bedford  limestone  in  the 
neoclassical  revival  style  that  was  popular  for  public  buildings  at  the  time, 
the  present  courthouse  was  altered  in  the  1950s  when  the  upper  portion  of  the 
facade  was  replaced  with  an  art  deco-inspired  cornice. 

The  first  permanent  post  office  came  to  Morris  in  1841-42  and,  in  succeeding 
years,  was  located  in  various  buildings  along  Washington  Street  until  1932, 
when  the  current  building  was  constructed  on  the  north  side  of  the  200  block 
of  E.  Washington  Street.   This  fine,  neoclassical  structure  of  rose-colored 
limestone  with  brick  corner  bays  and  distinctive  marble  panels  with  ornamental 
bronzework  is  significant  historically  for  having  been  constructed  under  the 
large  public  buildings  program  of  the  late  1920s  and  early  1930s.   Although 
selected  as  the  county  seat  in  1842,  the  first  move  for  incorporation  of 
Morris  did  not  come  until  1850.   In  1853,  Morris  was  incorporated  as  a  town 
with  a  president  and  six  trustees.   In  1857,  a  charter  was  enacted,  making 
Morris  a  city  with  a  mayor  and  two  aldermen  from  each  of  the  four  wards  that 
were  established.   The  Morris  City  Hall,  built  in  1868  and  altered  in  1910, 
was  identified  in  the  1974  inventory  of  historic  landmarks  conducted  by  the 
Illinois  Department  of  Conservation.   It  was  demolished  for  the  construction 
of  a  new  fire  station  and  the  cornerstone  of  the  1868  building  is  incorporated 
into  the  entry  of  the  1961  city  hall,  located  on  the  southwest  corner  of 
Wauponsee  and  W.  Jefferson  Streets. 

METHODOLOGY 

Planning 

The  number  of  pre-1940  properties  identified  in  Morris  made  it  clear  early  in 
the  project  that  the  parameters  of  the  inventory  would  have  to  be  modified. 
Neither  reducing  the  data  level  nor  streamlining  card  production  would  reduce 
the  workload  sufficiently  to  allow  completion  of  an  inventory  of  all  pre-1940 
buildings  within  the  town  of  Morris  within  the  twelve  week  inventory  period. 
Using  plat  maps,  the  earliest  platted  sections  were  completed  and  those 
platted  later  were  not  surveyed  at  this  time. 

To  determine  the  extent  and  types  of  resources  and  to  develop  the  historical 
framework  to  assess  the  structures,  the  following  preparation  work  was  done 
during  the  initial  two-three  weeks  of  the  project: 

1.   Met  with  the  local  contact  for  an  overview  of  the  city  and  its  history  and 
for  guidance  on  the  types  and  locations  of  local  sources. 

Contact ;   Virginia  Brown 

Assessment :  The  local  contact  person  was  extremely  helpful  to  the  field 
supervisor  during  his  initial  week  in  Morris  in  providing  an  overview  tour 
of  the  city,  information  on  bibliographic  and  other  local  resources  and 
assisting  with  logistical  concerns. 
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2.  Identified  local  research  facilities  and  relevant  research  material. 

Established  contact  with  the  Morris  Public  Library  and  compiled  a  list  of 
available  research  materials,  did  initial  background  reading,  determined 
gaps  that  might  require  additional  resources. 

Contact :   Debbie  Trotter,  Librarian 

Assessment :   The  local  history  collection,  newspaper  index,  and  nineteenth 
century  population  census  data  were  all  of  great  benefit  to  the  survey. 
Beyond  its  own  collection,  the  library  was  able  to  obtain  interlibrary 
loans  of  additional  research  material.   Some  background  material  on  the 
I&M  Canal  was  sent  to  the  team  from  HABS/HAER  prior  to  their  arrival  on 
site.   This  information  was  supplemented  later  with  Berle  Clemensen's 
study  which  was  used  as  the  basis  for  developing  the  themes  used  in  the 
categorization  of  structures. 

3.  Estimated  number  of  pre-1940  structures.   Housing  census  data  for  1980 
lists  1,529  pre-1940  residential  units  for  the  city  of  Morris.   Since  the 
majority  of  structures  in  the  city  are  single  family,  this  number  could  be 
used  as  the  rough  estimate  of  the  total  number  of  buildings  to  be  included 
in  the  survey. 

Contact :   U.  S.  Census,  Washington,  D.  C. ,  202-763-4040 

Assessment ;   This  determination  of  the  number  of  structures  was  essential 
in  defining  the  parameters  of  the  survey.  In  future  inventories,  it  should 
be  made  before  the  size  of  the  team  or  the  parameters  of  the  project  are 
determined. 

4.  Determined  development  patterns /platting.   Information  on  the  early 
platting  of  Morris  was  available  through  microfilmed  records  housed  in  the 
office  of  the  Supervisor  of  Assessments  for  Grundy  County.   This 
information  was  used  to  trace  the  history  of  the  early  platting,  which 
became  the  basis  for  the  way  the  survey  would  progress,  i.e.,  from  the 
canal  and  the  earliest  platted  areas  outward. 

Contact :   David  Henderson,  Supervisor  of  Assessments,  Grundy  County 
Courthouse 

Assessment :   The  platting  information  was  a  critical  component  in 
developing  the  initial  plan  for  approaching  the  survey.   Basing  the  survey 
on  the  historical  development  of  the  city  became  useful  later  in  providing 
a  framework  for  reducing  the  geographical  scope  of  the  survey  to  a 
realistic  area,  given  time  and  staff  resources. 
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5.  Identified  the  type  and  extent  ot  available  tax  records  and  procedure  for 
use  of  these  records  that  would  fit  within  the  scope  of  the  project. 
Because  of  the  number  ot  buildings  to  be  surveyed,  detailed  tax  or  deed 
research  was  considered  not  possible  from  the  outset  and  not  included  in 
the  survey  methodology. 

Contact:   David  Henderson,  Supervisor  of  Assessments,  Grundy  County 
Courthouse 

Assessment :   Current  tax  records  provided  information  that  determined  the 
organization  of  the  survey  results,  i.e.,  by  Sidwell  mapping  number,  and 
provided  the  full  legal  description  of  the  site  that  will  aid  future 
researchers  in  locating  the  structures  and  in  doing  deed  or  additional  tax 
research.   The  records  also  provided  the  name  and  address  of  the  current 
owner,  as  required  on  the  HABS/HAER  inventory  card. 

6.  Met  with  regional  and  state  I&M  Canal-related  contacts  for  overview  tours 
of  the  canal  areas  beyond  Morris  and  to  discuss  the  basis  for  the  survey. 

Contacts  :   Jerry  Adelmann,  Upper  Illinois  Valley  Association 
David  Carr,  Gebhard  Woods  State  Park 

Assessment :   The  overview  information  on  the  canal  provided  by  Dave  Carr 
and  Jerry  Adelmann  was  helpful  in  orienting  the  team  to  the  full  range  of 
resources  along  the  corridor  and  to  placing  the  individual  towns  in  the 
context  of  other  municipalities,  the  canal  and  the  adjacent  agricultural 
and  industrial  areas. 

7.  Met  with  State  of  Illinois  Department  of  Conservation  staff  in 
Springfield,  Illinois.   Discussed  past  state  surveys  and  plans  for  future 
work. 

Contacts :   Keith  Sculle,  Michael  Jackson 

Assessment :   The  meeting  pointed  out  the  need  for  greater  cooperation  and 
coordination  between  state  and  federal  activities.   The  State  of  Illinois 
is  planning  a  comprehensive  survey  of  all  pre-1940  buildings  in  northern 
Illinois;  greater  coordination  in  this  effort,  as  it  relates  to  the  canal 
corridor,  might  benefit  both  federal  and  state  efforts.   No  new 
information  on  specific  buildings  or  sites  was  gained  from  the  visit, 
though  it  was  important  for  the  field  supervisor  to  establish  contact  with 
the  state  preservation  office.   The  need  for  other  team  members  to 
participate  in  this  meeting  in  the  future  should  be  weighed  against  other 
needs  of  the  survey. 
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Other  concerns  during  planning/early  implementation  phase  of  the  project 

Photographic  processing:   Handled  through  a  local  drugstore  in  Morris,  the 
photographic  processing  for  the  entire  project  (Morris,  Lemont,  and  the 
canal  structures)  was  inefficient  and  of  inferior  quality.   In  future 
summers,  a  reputable  photo  processing  service  should  be  a  priority. 

Logistics :   Arrangements  for  obtaining  supplies,  typewriters,  an  official 
vehicle  and  other  travel/expense  authorizations,  as  appropriate,  were  made 
by  the  team  in  the  field. 

Maps :   No  adequate  map  of  Morris  was  available  for  use  by  the  project  from 
the  city  or  the  county.   A  highway  map,  available  from  the  State  Highway 
Department  in  Springfield,  was  used  after  repeated  futile  attempts  to 
locate  a  copy  of  the  Chamlin  &  Associates  map  of  Morris  . 

Architectural  reference  books:   The  section  of  the  bibliography  on 
architectural  resources  is  a  compilation  of  sources  used.   These  resources 
were  essential  reference  works  in  completing  the  descriptions  and 
significance  statements  on  the  buildings  inventoried.   Due  to  the  lack  of 
these  resources  locally  and  the  difficulty  in  obtaining  long-term 
interlibrary  loans,  future  team  members  should  be  prepared  to  bring  these 
or  similar  materials  with  them.   The  three  major  references  used  in  the 
Morris  survey  were: 

Gottfried,  Herbert;  Jennings,  Jan.  American  Vernacular  Design 
1870-1940,  an  Illustrated  Glossary.  New  York:  Van  Nostrand 
Reinhold,  1985. 

Harris,  Cyril  M. ,  ed.   Illustrated  Dictionary  of  Historic 
Architecture.   New  York:   Dover,  1977. 

McAlester,  Virginia  and  Lee.   A  Field  Guide  to  American  Houses. 
New  York:   Alfred  A.  Knopf,  1984. 

Initial  parameters  developed  from  this  planning  phase,  which  included  a  visit 
by  the  project  leader  from  HABS/HAER  in  Washington,  D.  C. ,  were  to  inventory 
all  buildings  in  Morris  built  prior  to  1940,  except  those  directly  along  the 
canal  and  in  the  commercial  core  where  all  structures  would  be  surveyed. 
Post-1940  structures,  however,  were  not  given  a  full  architectural  description 
but  were  identified  and  described  in  the  context  of  the  historic  structures. 
As  mentioned  earlier,  the  initial  goal  of  surveying  all  pre-1940  structures 
within  the  city  of  Morris  proved  unrealistic,  and  as  the  summer  progressed, 
the  parameters  were  continually  reviewed  and  revised. 
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Fieldwork 

An  initial  field  inventory  form  was  developed  during  the  planning  phase  of  the 
project.   After  being  field  tested,  it  was  revised  and  a  copy  of  the  final 
form  is  attached.   Field  forms  were  used  to  inventory  the  commercial  area  and 
initially,  a  second  form  was  used  to  complete  the  historical  research.   In  the 
final  version  of  the  field  form,  space  for  the  descriptive  elements  and  the 
research  data  were  combined  on  a  single  sheet. 

Field  forms,  found  useful  for  most  commercial  buildings  and  more  complicated 
residential  structures,  were  abandoned  in  surveying  simpler  residential  and 
commercial  structures  in  favor  of  writing  the  physical  description  on  a  draft 
HABS/HAER  card  in  the  field.   Although  preparing  the  descriptions  directly  in 
the  field  may  have  meant  longer  time  spent  in  the  field,  it  greatly  reduced 
the  time  spent  on  the  descriptions  in  the  office. 

Architectural  descriptions  were  initially  done  for  all  elevations  of  each 
structure.   Given  the  large  number  of  buildings  to  be  inventoried,  this 
approach  was  altered  early  in  the  development  of  the  survey  to  descriptions  of 
primary  elevations  only,  with  mention  of  distinctive  elements  on  secondary 
elevations  as  appropriate.   This  also  avoided  the  problem  of  gaining  access  to 
private  yards  to  view  features  not  visible  from  the  street. 

In  addition  to  the  physical  description,  oral  interviews  were  conducted  with 
building  owners  and  other  local  residents,  when  possible,  to  obtain 
information  on  the  history  of  structures  not  available  from  written  sources. 
Oral  interviews  were  the  only  means  for  obtaining  information  on  buildings 
that  had  been  moved  from  their  original  sites.   Building  permits  were  not 
instituted  in  Morris  until  the  late  1960s,  so  that  oral  histories  were  also  a 
major  source  of  information  in  attempting  to  date  Morris  buildings. 

A  black  and  white  photograph  of  each  structure  was  taken.   Because  of  the 
delays  in  photo  processing  mentioned  earlier,  the  most  efficient  method  proved 
to  be  to  photograph  an  area  before  surveying,  so  that  finished  contact  sheets 
would  be  available  for  in-office  editing  of  the  completed  architectural 
descriptions. 

Team  assignments  for  fieldwork  were  designed  to  give  each  team  member  an 
understanding  of  the  development  of  the  city  as  a  whole.   With  two  team 
members  working  in  Morris,  the  commercial  area  was  divided  along  the  major 
north-south  axis  of  Liberty  Street,  with  one  person  taking  the  east  side  of 
Liberty  Street,  and  the  commercial  areas  behind  it,  and  the  other  taking  the 
west  side.   Each  person  was,  therefore,  able  to  trace  the  commercial 
development  northward  along  Liberty  Street,  from  the  early  commercial 
buildings  of  the  1850s  that  were  concentrated  at  the  intersection  of  Liberty 
and  Washington  Streets,  as  they  developed  in  1870s  through  the  early  1900s, 
toward  the  railroad. 
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The  residential  areas,  to  the  east  and  west  of  the  commercial  area,  were  also 
split  between  the  two  team  members.   Although  the  east  side  is  more  closely 
built  up  and  the  houses,  in  general,  are  of  more  modest  size,  each  area 
demonstrates  the  conservative  building  tradition  prevalent  in  Morris,  the 
range  of  types,  and  the  infill  building  that  took  place  in  each  period  in  the 
city's  history. 

Research 

Following  completion  of  the  field  work,  research  was  done  to  determine  the 
date  and  historical  significance  of  each  structure. 

Maps.   Research  to  date  Morris  buildings  relied  heavily  on  the  use  of  maps.   A 
map  of  the  town  produced  in  1856  proved  useful  in  dating  early  buildings 
related  to  the  building  of  the  canal  and  the  first  years  of  its  operation.   A 
transcription  of  this  map  by  Virginia  Brown  and  additional  access  to  the 
original,  located  in  the  law  offices  of  John  W.  Hynds  (105  W.  Main  Street), 
made  possible  the  identification  of  early  structures  and  linking  them  to  early 
settlers. 

A  birds-eye  view  map  from  1881  is  housed  in  the  Morris  Fire  Department  on  the 
southeast  corner  of  Main  and  Wauponsee  Streets,  but  access  to  it  was  more 
limited.   This  map  was  not  used  for  this  survey,  but  might  be  helpful  if 
further  documentation  work  is  done  in  Morris.   The  Sanborn  Company  fire 
insurance  maps  proved  most  useful  in  dating  buildings  from  the  late  1880s 
through  the  late  1920s.   A  range  of  maps  dating  from  1889,  1894,  1907,  1916, 
and  1927  were  available.   Photocopies  of  these  were  made  at  the  Library  of 
Congress  by  HABS/HAER  staff  and  were  kept  in  the  team  office  in  Morris  for 
constant  reference.   Being  able  to  call  on  these  maps  from  the  Library  of 
Congress  in  Washington,  D.  C.  was  essential. 

County/City  Records 

Tax  records,  housed  in  the  office  of  the  Supervisor  of  Assessments  for  Grundy 
County,  were  used  to  verify  addresses,  obtain  Sidwell  mapping  numbers,  legal 
descriptions,  and  the  names  and  addresses  of  the  current  owners.   Information 
on  the  individual  property  cards  could  also  be  used  to  verify  the  shape  of  the 
plan,  the  type  of  foundation  material,  cladding  and  roofing  materials,  and 
structural  system.   Dates  of  construction  and  remodelling,  while  often  listed, 
were  found  not  to  be  reliable  for  most  nineteenth  century  structures.   As 
mentioned  previously,  building  permits  were  not  instituted  in  Morris  until  the 
late  1960s.   If  future  research  requires  the  use  of  permits  to  trace  later 
additions,  post-1968  permits  for  the  city  of  Morris  are  housed  with  the  city; 
permits  for  buildings  in  the  rest  of  Grundy  County  are  with  the  planning 
office  in  the  Grundy  County  Courthouse. 
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Libraries /Archives 

The  Morris  Public  Library  proved  to  be  an  excellent  source  of  local 
information.   The  attached  bibliography  identifies  sources  housed  in  the 
library  with  an  asterisk.   The  newspapers  are  on  microfilm  and  are  indexed 
through  the  early  years  of  the  twentieth  century.   Census  population  data  is 
avaiable  on  microfilm  and  printed,  indexed  population  data  is  available  for 
the  1850  and  1860  census  (the  1840  census  for  LaSalle  County,  of  which  Morris 
was  then  a  part,  does  not  indicate  location  for  the  names  listed  and  was 
therefore  not  used).   The  local  history  collection  of  monographs,  directories, 
manuscripts  and  vertical  files  were  also  useful  and  are  identified 
individually  in  the  bibliography.   Interlibrary  loans  of  material  available 
elsewhere  in  Illinois  were  handled  thorugh  the  Morris  Public  Library.   Because 
one  team  member  was  a  student  at  the  University  of  Chicago,  some  material  was 
also  borrowed  directly  from  that  library.   One  very  serious  omission  was  the 
archives  of  the  Grundy  County  Historical  Society  which  were  not  made  available 
to  the  project  team  for  the  project  despite  numerous  requests. 

Card  Preparation 

A  unit  card  for  the  city  of  Morris  gives  a  general  description  of  the  city, 
the  UTM  coordinates,  and  the  general  reference  works  that  were  used  for  all 
properties.   The  format  for  preparing  the  cards  conforms  to  that  outlined  in 
Historic  American  Buildings  Survey/Historic  American  Engineering  Record 
Guidelines  for  Inventories  of  Historic  Euildings  and  Engineeering  and 
Industrial  Structures.   For  Morris,  in  addition  to  street  address,  the  Sidwell 
mapping  number  and  a  full  legal  description  of  the  property  has  been  included 
to  assist  in  the  identification  of  the  property  and  to  aid  future  researchers 
in  locating  deed  and  tax  records.   Because  of  the  full  site  identification  in 
this  section,  site  maps  for  individual  properties  were  not  completed  for 
section  17  of  the  inventory  cards.   Section  21  (references)  includes 
site-specific  sources  of  information  and  a  reference  to  the  main  card  which 
contains  the  list  of  general  sources. 

Categorization 

The  categorization  system  used  for  Morris  is  that  developed  for  the  entire 
corridor.   This  is  explained  in  Volume  I  of  this  year's  report.  As  the  same 
categorization  system  was  used  in  1986,  it  is  also  explained  in  Volume  I  of 
that  year's  report. 
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Date 

Commercial 

Residential 

1835-1855 

6 

23 

1855-1885 

40 

51 

1885-1895 

9 

34 

1895-1905 

15 

28 

1905-1915 

3 

28 

1915-1925 

5 

27 

1925-1940 

13 

28 

1940+ 

16 

10 

TABLE  VI 

SURVEY  RESULTS 
City  of  Morris 

Building  Type 

Public    Religious    Industrial 


Total  buildings  inventoried:   347 

Approximately  number  of  pre-1940  buildings  remaining  to  be  surveyed:   1180 
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RECOMMENDATIONS  FOR  FURTHER  WORK 

Survey 

Priority  should  be  given  to  completing  the  survey  of  Morris  as  originally 
proposed,  i.e.,  to  inventory  all  pre-1940  buildings  within  the  area  of 
authority  of  the  Illinois  and  Michigan  Canal  National  Heritage  Corridor 
Commission.   A  windshield  survey  has  confirmed  that  the  entire  potential 
survey  area  contains  many  early  structures  that  will  undoubtedly  reveal 
associations  to  the  transportation,  agricultural,  industrial,  commercial  and 
residential  development  of  Morris.   This  informtation  will  be  useful  to  the 
National  Heritage  Corridor  Commission  in  planning  for  the  future  of  the 
corridor  and  in  determining  the  relationship  of  Morris  to  the  corridor.   347 
buildings  have  been  surveyed,  leaving  approximately  1,180  to  be  completed. 

Documentation 

Of  the  buildings  surveyed  this  summer,  consideration  should  be  given  to 
documenting  the  Romanesque  Revival  Congregational  Church  (Masonic  Lodge), 
built  in  1867,  located  at  Fulton  St.  and  W.  Jefferson.   The  structure  is 
currently  for  sale  and  faces  demolition  if  a  buyer  is  not  found.   This 
building  is  important  historically  in  the  early  religious  life  of  Morris. 
Architecturally,  it  is  the  most  significant  local  building  constructed  of  the 
local  dolomite  limestone.   Visually,  it  occupies  a  prominent  corner  site  on  W 
Jefferson,  the  major  route  connecting  the  western  residential  area  with  the 
downtown.   Although  it  has  lost  its  spire,  has  a  later  rear  brick  addition, 
and  no  longer  has  its  original  doors,  the  quality  of  the  stone  work  and  the 
Romanesque  Revival  detail  that  survive  are  worthy  of  documentation. 

Recognition  Programs 

A  number  of  sites  within  the  survey  area  have  been  identified  by  this  survey 
as  possibly  being  eligible  for  listing  in  the  National  Register  of  Historic 
Places.   The  inventory  cards  which  form  the  bulk  of  this  report  contain  more 
information  on  these  buildings,  which  are: 

Residential  Buildings 

306  E.  Jefferson  Street 

425  E.  Main  Street 

426  E.  Main  Street 
304  Nettle  Street 

319  W.  Main  Street 

320  W.  Main  Street 

604  W.  Washington  Street 
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Commercial  Buildings 

Claypool  Building,  southwest  corner  of  Liberty  and  W.  Washington 

Collins-Cronin  Blocks,  southwest  corner  of  Liberty  and  W.  Jackson 

Henry  Fey  Block,  115-117  E.  Jefferson  Street 

Gebhard  Block,  316-518  Liberty  Street 

Hanna  <&  LeRoy  Building,  113  W.  Washington  Street 

Horrie-Brewster  Building,  northeast  corner  of  W.  Washington  and 

Wauponsee 
Porter-Pike-Hoffman  Block,  202-210  Liberty  Street 
Washington  House,  northeast  corner  W.  Main  and  Wauponsee 

Schools  and  Churches 

Congregational  Church,  northwest  corner  Fulton  and  W.  Jefferson 

In  addition,  buildings  outside  of  the  survey  area  have  been  identified  as 
meritorious  of  further  investigation.   Some  of  these  have  already  been 
identified  by  the  Illinois  Department  of  Conservation  in  two  surveys  conducted 
in  1972  and  1974  (buildings  that  have  been  demolished  since  the  survey  have 
been  deleted  from  the  following  list). 

Residential  Buildings 

704  Armstrong  Street 

506  Calhoun  Street 

109  E.  North  Street 

706  E.  Washington  Street 

724  Fremont  Street 

767  Fremont  Street 

429  Vine  Street 

437  Vine  Street 

440  Vine  Street 

506  Vine  Street 

510  Vine  Street 

512  Vine  Street 

616  Vine  Street 

1122  Wauponsee  Street 

Commercial  Buildings 

Carson  House,  823  Liberty  Street 
Interurban  Station,  721  Liberty  Street 

Schools  and  Churches 

Catholic  Church,  500  block  of  E.  Jackson  Street 
Lincoln  School,  northeast  corner  of  Vine  and  Fremont 
McKinley  School,  Pine  and  E.  North 
St.  Thomas  Church,  317  Goold  Park  Drive 
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Because  of  the  development  patterns  in  Morris  and  the  high  degree  of 
alterations  to  historic  structures,  the  potential  for  a  National 
Register-eligible  historic  district  is  not  present  in  the  area  surveyed  thus 
far  and,  from  a  windshield  survey,  does  not  appear  to  exist  in  the  unsurveyed 
areas  of  Morris.   The  development  of  a  local  district(s)  with  an  ordinance  to 
assist  in  managing  change  in  the  areas  of  signficant  historic  structures 
would,  however,  be  beneficial  to  the  city  in  retaining  the  historic  character 
of  significant  areas  and  buildings.   A  "Main  Street"  program,  affiliated  with 
or  modeled  on  that  of  the  National  Trust  for  Historic  Preservation,  could 
provide  needed  technical,  design  and  marketing  assistance  to  the  downtown  area. 

Conclusion 

The  Illinois  and  Michigan  Canal  National  Heritage  Corridor  has  the  potential 
to  enhance  the  visual  character  and  the  economic  life  of  cities  like  Morris. 
By  working  within  both  the  public  and  private  sectors  and  coordinating 
development,  recreation  and  preservation  efforts,  the  Heritage  Corridor 
Commission  can  play  an  important  role  in  the  future  of  Morris  and  the  other 
municipalities  linked  together  by  the  I&M  Canal. 
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